Wb. 08.06.20
This week we are going to focus on writing the opening of our story.
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Remember your planning from last week. Your story has 5 stages: opening, build-up, problem, resolution and ending. Don’t jump into your build-up and problem yet. Lots of children make this mistake. Focus on introducing your characters and setting.

09.06.20
Read over what you have written from yesterday. Does it make sense? Have you used ‘show not tell’ for introducing you character and setting?
Today I would like you to continue drafting your opening, but please review the sentence structures we used last week. Can you incorporate them into your writing?

10.06.20
Today is the final day for drafting the opening of your story. Today I would like you to focus on vocabulary. Have you used adventurous vocabulary in your writing so far? Read over your work and think if you could improve your writing by using different vocabulary. You have the Year 3 and 4 and Year 5 and 6 spelling sheets to help you from last week. There are also so additional word mats below.
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11.09.20 – 12.09.20
Over the next couple of days we are going to write up the opening of our story focusing on presentation and handwriting. 
· Ensure words are sat on the line.
· Ensure ascending and descending letters are clear.
· Handwriting is joined.
· There is a clear space between each word.
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Fifth Story Opening

The villagers of Little Hanaleton still called it ‘the Riddle House,' even though
it had been many years since the Riddle family had lived there. It stood on a
hill overlooking the village, some of its windows boarded, tiles missing from
its roof and ivy spreading unchecked over its face. Once a fine-looking
manor and easily the largest and grandest building for miles around, the
Riddle House was now damp, derelict and unoccupied.

The Little Hangletons all agree that the house was ‘creepy. Half a century
ago, something strange and horrible had happened there.

What technique is this story opening using?

How does it make you want to keep reading?
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Feedback

Feedback on some of the ways these story openings draw you in.

Can you think of any other way to open a story that are not used here?

Which ones were your favourite and least favourite?
Put them in order from A-D with A being your favourite. Eplain your choices.

Do you know any of the books these openings were from?

The extracts were from the following books:
Charlotte’s Web; The Boy In the Striped Pyjamas; A Christmas Carol; Framed and
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.
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Some Ways to Hook the Reader

> Open with a Question.

> Dialogue.

> Description of character or setting.
> Dramatic statement.

> start in the middle of action.

> Leave the reader with questions that intrigue them.
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Your Story Opening

Think back to the story you have planned.

What would be the most interesting way to open your story?
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Setting Description Senses Word Mat

Smells

Sights
ancient
angular

bright
bustling
cluttered
crowded
dazzling
disappointing
dusty
empty
enormous

fashionable
glistening
gloomy
grim
hectic

impressive
luxurious
miniscule
misshapen
rounded
spotless
unkempt
wonderful

Sounds
banging
buzzing

discordant
gurgling
grating
howling

loud
low-level
melodic
muttering
noisy
quiet
raucous
ringing
rustling
scratching
screeching
scuffling
silent
tapping
thumping
tuneful
wailing
whispering

clean
clinical
damp
delicious
disgusting
dusty
earthy
exotic
familiar
floral
fresh

homely

mouth-
watering

perfumed.
pleasant
pungent
refreshing
sickening
smoky
tangy
tempting
unfamiliar

Sensations
bumpy
cool
damp
forceful
freezing
gentle
hard
itchy
jagged
loose
pleasant
rough
slippery
smooth
soaking
soft
sticky
stifling
sweltering
tickly
tight
uncomfortable
unpleasant

Feelings
amazed
anxious

ashamed
calm
confident
curious
disappointed
eager
excited
exhilarated
furious
impressed
lazy
lonely
miserable
nauseated
nervous
overawed
overjoyed
proud
reluctant
serene
terrified
underwhelmed
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attractive
awe-inspiring

beautiful
breathtaking

glorious
magnificent
spectacular

disgusting
hideous
horrible
ugly
unappealing
unattractive
unsightly

grand
impressive
majestic
regal
splendid
stately
lavish

creepy
eerie
frightening
scary
sinister
spine-chilling
unnerving

bustling
busy
crowded
hectic
lively
swarming
teeming

calm
noiseless
peaceful
quiet
silent
still
tranquil
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delighted
ecstatic
elated
euphoric
happy
overjoyed
thrilled

crestfallen
dejected
depressed
despondent
heartbroken
miserable
sad

angry
annoyed
fuming
furious
incensed
livid
outraged
afraid
frightened
panic-stricken
petrified
scared witless
terrified
terror-stricken

anxious
apprehensive
jittery
nervous
tense
uneasy
worried

certain
confident
convinced
in no doubt
optimistic
positive
sanguine
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amiable
charming
delightful
good natured
likable
nice
pleasant

disagreeable
horrible
insufferable
loathsome
nasty
obnoxious
unpleasant

attractive
beautiful
exquisite
gorgeous
handsome
stunning
winsome

grotesque
hideous
repugnant
repulsive
revolting
ugly
vile

audacious
bold
brave
courageous
fearless
plucky
valiant

almighty
big
enormous
gargantuan
gigantic
humongous
massive
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1t should grab your attention;
It should leave you with questions;
1t should make you want to keep reading!

This is called “hooking the reader”.
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First Story Opening

“Where’s Papa going with that axe?” said Fern to her mother as they were
setting the table for breakfast.

“Out to the hoghouse." replied Mrs Arable, “Some pigs were born last night.”
“I don't see why he needs an axe,” continued Fern, who was only eight.
“Well,” said her mother, “one of her pigs is a runt

What technique is this story opening using?

How does it make you want to keep reading?
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Second Story Opening

One afternoon, when Bruno came home from school, he was surprised to
find Maria, the family’s maid — who always kept her hiead bowed and never
looked up from the carpet — standing in his bedroom, pulling all his
belongings out of the wardrobe and packing them in four large wooden
crates, even the things he'd hidden at the back that belonged to him and
were nobody else’s business.

What technique is this story opening using?

How does it make you want to keep reading?
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Third Story Opening

MARLEY WAS DEAD, to begin with. There is no doubt whatever about that.
The register of his burial was signed by the clergyman, the clerk, the
undertaker, and the chief mourner. Scrooge signed it. And Scrooge’s name
was good upon exchange for anything to put his hand to.

0ld Marley was as dead as a doornail.

What technique is this story opening using?

How does it make you want to keep reading?
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Fourth Story Opening

You've probably never heard of Vincenzo Perugia. But we all know about
him. He was a famous art thief and we used to be in the same line of work.
My sister Minnie even had a picture of him on her bedroom wall. She reckons
that when Vincenzo stole the Mona Lisa from the Louvre museum in Paris on
21 August 1911, that was the most immensely perfect crime ever.

What technique is this story opening using?

How does it make you want to keep reading?





