Wb. 15.06.20
This week we are going to focus on the ‘build up’ of our story. Hopefully within your opening you have introduced your main character and your setting and not moved into the main part of your story too quickly. The purpose of the ‘build up’ is to move your story towards your problem. 
Last week, we focused a lot on vocabulary and using different sentence structures. This week, we are going to try and include a range of punctuation into our writing looking at a different skill each day. 
Over the first three days of the week we are going to draft our ‘build up’ and then on the last two days we will write this section up. 

Relative Clause 
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16.06.20
Brackets for Parenthesis
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17.06.20
Ellipsis
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18.06.20
Fronted adverbials 
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19.06.20
Apostrophes 
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Building tension
The ‘build up’ of a story is an opportunity to build tension within a story…
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Apostrophe
Apostrophes have two main uses:

showing possession and showing omission.

Possession - Here the apostrophe indicates that a
thing or a person belongs or relates to someone or
Something.

Eg. Ben’s party.

Omission - Here the apostrophe is used to show that
letters or numbers have been omitted.

I'm (short for I am)
He'll (short for he wil))
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What Is Tension?

Tension is something that writers use to create a problem
in their stories.

Tension means feeling worry, fear, nerves or pressure. You can
also create tension between characters if they argue.
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What Is Suspense?

Suspense is something used in stories to make them
mysterious or scary

Suspense means waiting for something to happen or being
uncertain about what will happen.
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Tension and Suspense

Here is an extract from ‘The Curse of Cogston House’. Most of the tension
and all of the suspense has been removed from the story.

Alice couldn’t move
and she was scared.
Then, a man started
to walk down the
stairs towards her.

This isn’t very scary because we
know exactly who is coming
down the stairs straight away,
The descriptions are not

detailed, so although we know
that Alice is scared, we don't
feel scared with her
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Building Tension and Suspense

Now, read the real extract from ‘The Curse of Cogston House’.

Nothing moved. Cogston, House was as silnt as the grave. Perhaps the only thing werse than hearing her bt frind.
desperately caling her rame was baing alone in this endless quist. Alices syes searched through the darknsss scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the Aallucy right in front of her, the door opposits, and.
Beyond it, the enormous winding staicase. A= she looked, binking through the tsars which had begun to stream hopelesly
ouns Rar fc, she wes met with  sighe at th top of the staircase wihich allbut turnsd her to stone.

Somathing was moving.
Al watched rumbly. Her heart was i her mouth and her breath came in sharp, ratting gasps.

Dsscanding the stair ons carsful, agonising, creaking step at @ time, @ hunched silhoustte shuffed out from the darkness.

How did the extract make you feel?
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Building Suspense

Even though not much is happening to Alice, there is a lot of descriptive detail about the

surroundings. All of this writing means that the reader can clearly picture what Alice is
experiencing and they have to wait a long time before they find out what happens to her.

Nothing moved. Cogston, House wis as silent e the grave. Parhaps the only thing werse than Rearing her bet fisnd
desperatey caling i name wes being alone i i ancles quist. Alce's syes searched through th darknes scouring the
comidor which e into s mrky gloor. She could ke ou the el rih i front o her, the door cpposis, and
gl it the enormous widing sticase, Asshe looked, Binking through th tars which had begun to stea opelessly
dors har fac,she wes et with @ skt at the tap ofthe staiease whih al bt turned hr 9 stone,

Somathing was moving.

Al watched rumbly. Her heart was i her mouth and her breath came in sharp, ratting gasps.

Dsscanding the stair ons carsful, agonising, creaking step at @ time, @ hunched silhoustte shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Suspense

Even at the end of the extract, the reader still doesn't know who is coming down the
stairs. Why not?

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silnt as the grave. Perhaps the only thing werse than hearing her best frind.
desperately caling her rame was being alone in this endless quist. Alices syes searched through the darknsss, scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the Aallucy right in front of her, the door opposits, and.
Beyond it, the enormous winding staicase. A= she looked, binking through the tsars which had begun to stream hopelesly
ouns Rar fc, she wes met with  sighe at th top of the staircase wihich allbut turnsd her to stone.

Somathing was moving.

Al watched rumbly. Her heart was i her mouth and her breath came in sharp, ratting gasps.

Dsscanding the stair ons carsful, agonising, creaking step at @ time, @ hunched silhoustte shuffed out from the darkness.

Keeping some things hidden makes the reader want to keep on reading to find out more!
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Building Suspense

The text uses some short, sharp sentences to shock the reader. In these short

sentences, giving the reader no details at all is scary—a bit like being in the dark

Nothing moved. Cogston, House was as silnt as the grave. Perhaps the only thing werse than hearing her best frind.
desperately caling her rame was baing alone in this endless quist. Alices syes searched through the darknsss scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the Aallucy right in front of her, the door opposits, and.
Beyond it, the enormous winding staicase. A= she looked, binking through the tsars which had begun to stream hopelesly
ouns Rar fc, she wes met with  sighe at th top of the staircase wihich allbut turnsd her to stone.

Something was moving.
Al watched rumbly. Her heart was i her mouth and her breath came in sharp, ratting gasps.

Dsscanding the stair ons carsful, agonising, creaking step at @ time, @ hunched silhoustte shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Suspense

Adding extra information (subordinate and relative clauses) to sentences can also

make the reader wait even longer.

Nothing moved. Cogstors Fouss was as silant as the grave, Perhps the only thing worse than hearing har best frind.
desperately callng her rame was being alons in this endlese quist. Alces ayes searched through the darinsss, scouring the
coridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the Ralluey right in front of her, the door opposits, and.
eyond i, the enormous winding stairase. As she looked, Binking through the tsars which had begun to straam hopelesly
owrs hr fic, she waz mat with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but tumed her o stone.

Something was movig.
Alie watched rumbly. Her heart wss in her mouth and Rer breath came i shar, ratling gasps.

Dascending thestairs ons carsful, agonising,creaking step ot tims, @ hunched silhoustte shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Suspense

There is a special piece of punctuation used when creating suspense.

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as sient as the grave. Parhaps the only thing werse than hearing her best fiend.
desperately caling her name was being alon i thi endless quiet. Alice's eyes searched through the darknes, scouring the
corrider whic faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the halinay right in front of her, the door apposite, and.
beyord it the normous winding staircase. 4s sh looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly
dour hr foc,she was me with a sigh a th top of the stairase which all bu tumed e fo tonfD)
Something wes moving:

Alize wetched rumbly. Herheart was in her mouth and her bresth cam in sharp, ratling gasss.

Desconding th tairson carel, agonising,creking step at a i,  hunched silhoutteshfid ut fromthe darines™)

Three dots together is called an ellipsis. Ellipses show that something is coming next

(like a drumroll), or sometimes that the end of the sentence is missing
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Building Tension

Instead of writing ‘Alice was scared’, the author has shown us what Alice's body is
doing. How do you know that she is scared?

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silnt as the grave. Parhaps the only thing werse than Rearing her best frind.
desperately caling her rame was being alone i this endless quist. Alice's syes searched through the darknsss, scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallusy right in front of her, the door opposits, and.
Beyond it. the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tsars which had begun to stream hopelssly
owns Rar fe, she was met with  sght at th top of the staircase wihich allbut turned hr to ston.

Something was moving.

Alice watched rumbly. Her heart was i Rer mouth and her breath cams in sharp, ratting gasps.

Dsscanding th stairs one carsful, agonising, creaking step at a tim, @ hunched silhoustt shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Tension

To build tension and suspense, descr
you find sights, sounds and feeling;

tions should appeal to the reader's senses. Can
the texi?

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silnt as the grave. Perhaps the only thing werse than Rearing her best frind.
desperately caling her rame was being alone i this endless quist. Alice’s syes searched through the darknsss scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallury right in front of he, the door oppasits, and.
beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, binking through the tsars which had begun to stream hopelssly
owns Rar fe, she was met with  sght at th top of the staircase wihich allbut turnsd e to stone.

Something was moving.
Al watched rumbly. Her heart was i Rer mouth and hir breath cams in sharp, ratting gasos.

Dsscanding th stairs one carsful, agonising, creaking step ot a tim, @ hunched silhouetis shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Tension

To build tension and suspense, descriptions should appeal to the reader
you find sights, sounds and feelings in the text?

senses. Can

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silnt as the grave. Perhaps the only thing werse than Rearing her best frind.
desperately caling her rame was being alone i this endless quist. Alice’s syes searched through the darknsss scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallury right in front of he, the door oppasits, and.
beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, binking through the tsars which had begun to stream hopelssly
owns Rar fe, she was met with  sght at th top of the staircase wihich allbut turnsd e to stone.

Something was moving.
Al watched rumbly. Her heart was i Rer mouth and hir breath cams in sharp, ratting gasos.

Dsscanding th stairs one carsful, agonising, creaking step ot a tim, @ hunched silhouetis shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Tension

Instead of writing ‘walked', exciting synonyms are used to show the reader exactly

how the man was moving. Can you find the description? Why is it scary?

Nothing moved. Cogston Fouss was as silan as the grave, Perhps the only thing worse than hearing har best friand
desparately calling Rer name wes being alons i this andless quist Allc’s ayss searched through the darkness, scouring the.
corridar which fded into more murky gloom. She could make out the halixey right i front of her, the door apposits, and
bayond i, the enormous winding staircase. Az she looked, Blinking through the tsars which had begun to straam hopelessly
down her fcs, she was met with  sight at the top of the staircase which all but turmed her to stone.

Something was moving.

Alce watched rumbly. Her heart wss in har mouthsand Rer brsath came i shar, ratling gasps.

Descending the stais om carsful, agonising,creaking step at  time, @ hunched silhouetts huffled ut from the darknes.
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Building Tension

The describing words in this extract are interesting and imaginative. Why do you

think it is important to describe events in detail?

Nothing moved. Cogston Fouss was as silan as the grave, Perhps the only thing worse than hearing har best friand
desperately calling Rer name wes being alons i this andless quist Allc’s ayss searched through the darkness, scouring the.
corridar which fded into more murky gloom. She could make out the halixey right i front of her, the door apposits, and
bayond i, the enormous winding staircase. Az she looked, Blinking through the tsars which had begun to straam hopelesly
down her fcs, she was met with  sight at the top of the staircase which all but turmed her to stone.

Something was moving.
Ale watched rumbly Her heart wss in har mouthsand Rer brsath came i shar, ratling gasgs.

Descending thestairs ome carsful, agonising,creaking step at @ time, @ hunched silhouetts huffed ut from the darknes.
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Building Tension

The author also uses imagery. Imagery means any description which works to
conjure up an image in the reader’s mind.

T ey S
s sile 1+t conper iy TP
BOMNRNNRN .. . .. ..o v o ot

somewhere else that is silent_

This is @ metaphor. The reader
knows that Alice isn’t really
turned to stone but it shows that
she was too afraid to move.

Somathing was moving.

Alce watched numbly. Her hart was in her mouth and her brea

Descending the stairs one carsful, agonising, creaking step at a i, a hunched silhoustt shufied out from the darkness.
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Building Tension

Onomatopocia also helps to immerse the reader in your story. Tr
and make them sound like the noise they describe

saying these words

Nothing moved. Cogston, House was as silnt as the grave. Perhaps the only thing werse than hearing her bt frind.
desperately calling her rame was being alone in this endless quist. Alices syes searched through the darknsss, scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. Sk could make out the Aallusy right in front of her, the door opposits, and.
Beyond it, the normous winding staircase. As she looked, binking through the tsars which had begun to stream hopelessly
owns Rar fic, she wes met with  sighe at th top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone.

Somathing was moving.
Al wstched rumbly. Her heart was i her mouth and her breath came in sharp, ratting gasps.

Dascanding the stai ons cargful, agonising, creaking step at @ tim, @ hunched silhousti shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Tension

Can you think of some other onomatopoeia which could help to shock your reader?
e if you can guess what sounds are in the rest of the s

Nothing moved. Cogston, House was as silant as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than hearing her best frind.
desperately callng her rame was biing alone in this endless quist. Alices ayes sarchad through the darinsss, scouring the
corridor which faded into more murky gloom. Sk could make out the Aallucy right in front of her, the door opposits, and.
ayond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, binking through the tsars which had begun to straam hopelesly
ouns har fic, she wes et with  sighe at th top of the staircase wihich allbut turmed her to stone.

Somathing was moving.
Alce watched numbly. Her hiart was in her mouth and her brsathscame i sharp, ratling gasps.

Dsscanding thestais one cargful, agonising, creaking step at @ time, @ hunched silhoustte shuffed out from the darkness.

CRASH! Tick,
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Building Tension and Suspense

Can you remember all of the features of writing with tension and suspense?

Nothing moved. Cogston, House s as silent az the grave. Perhaps the only thing werse than Rearing her bet fiend
dsperatey caling harnarme wes being alone i i ancles quist. Alce's syes searched through th darknes, scouring the
comnidr which ided into s mrky gloom. Sh could ke out the halinay right i front o her, the doorapposits, and
beyord i, the ancrms winding staircase. Assha ooked, binking through the tears whizh had bagun to srsam opelessly
o Rar fac,she wes et with skt at the top ofth stiease whih al bu turned hr o stone,

Somathing was moving.
Alce watched numbly. Her hiart was in her mouth and her brsaths came i sharp, ratling gasps.

Dsscanding the stair ons cargful, agonising, creaking step at @ time, @ hunched silhoustte shuffed out from the darkness.
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Building Tension and Suspense

=

member all of the features of writing with tension and susper

+ Detailed descriptions of the surroundings
+ Clues to tantalise the reader (a hunched silhouette)

+ Short, shocking sentences

- Subordinate and relative clauses to make the reader wait even longer
+ Ellipses ()

+ Physical reactions from the character (her heart was in her moutk)

- Appealing to the reader's senses
+ Exciting synonyms (shuffled)

+ Similes and metaphors

- Onomatopoeia.
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Relative clauses give extra information related to a previously mentioned noun
or pronoun within a sentence. A relative clause always starts with a relative
pronoun, such as:

Joe, who was dressed as a cowboy,
was excited about his friend’s fancy dress party.

‘who' is the relative pronoun here used to begin the
relative clause. As this is extra, non-essential (non-
restrictive) information, we put the clause in commas.
This is often called an embedded or sandwich clause.
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The winning competitor held the trophy
aloft, which made the crowd cheer loudly.

‘which’ is the relative pronoun so this time the relative
clause is after the main clause. We still need a comma
before the relative clause as this is also extra, non-
essential (non-restrictive) information.
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Using Brackets for Parenthesis

The Narcissus (daffodil) is a spring plant with yellow petals.

Parenthesis: extra information or an afterthought in our writing. This
could be a word, phrase or sentence. If you took. the parenthesis away ,
our writing would still be complete.

Only put brackets around the actual parenthesis.
My brother (the one who lives in Australia)
is coming to visit.
I want to be a camera operator when I grow up.

(It looks exciting.)
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Ellipsis

They can also be used to show the trailing off of thoughts or to create suspense.

I know that I've seen
my keys somewhere...

If only she hadn’t
opened the door...

“I decided to...
then I left.”
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Fronted Adverbials are words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence which are used to describe the action that follows.

Time Frequency Place Manner Possibility
Afterwards, Often, Above the clouds, Sadly, Almost unbelievably,
Already, Agin, Below the sea, Slowly, Much admired,
Always, Daily, Here, Happily, Nearly asleep,
Immediately, Weekly, Outside, Awkwardly, Quite understandably,
Last month, Fortnightly, Over there, Bravely, Really happily,
Now, Yearly, There, Likea ..., Perhaps,
Soon, ‘Sometimes, Under the ground, As quick as a flash, Maybe,
Yesterday, Rarely, Upstairs, As fast as he could, Just arrived,
Today, Every second, In the distance, Without a sound, Certainly amused,
Tomarrow, Twice a year, Between the sea and the sky, Without warning, Obviously angry,
Next year, Once a minute, Everywhere she looked, Unexpectedly, Definitely confused,
In January, Once, Around the tent, Unfortunately, Completely exhausted,
On Tuesday, Once or twice, Back at the house, Suddenly, Barely alive,
In the morning, Three times, Nearby, Mysteriously, Out of breath,
After a while, Constantly, Down by the cliffs Frantically, Decidedly unimpressed,
As soon as she could, Regularly, Behind the shed, Anxiously, Perfectly confident,
Before long, Frequently, In the wooden box, Courageously, Positively trembling with
All of a sudden, Infrequently, Over my bed, Silently, excitement,
In the blink of an eye, Occasionally, Somewhere near here, Curiously, Purely practically,
Just then, Rarely, Far away, Nervously, Somewhat flustered,
Eventually, Never in my life, Wherever they went, Rapidly, Utterly joyous,
&mﬁzn Never before, North of here, Carefully, Totally overwhelmed,





